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DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES: 

The information in this course has been built from my life and experiences, and it is 
what works for me. While I have made every effort to translate the decidedly quirky 
workings of one human mind into a process that will be applicable and accessible to 
other human minds, I cannot guarantee that this course will work for you, or that my 
processes will be applicable to your needs and purposes. Nor can I guarantee your 
success. This little workshop is not intended as a source of legal, accounting, medical or 
other advice, and is written for information purposes only.  While every attempt has 
been made to verify the information in this course, mistakes happen, and I make them. I 
will not assume responsibility for errors, inaccuracies, or omissions. I reserve the right to 
alter and update this course as my processes change, as I learn new things, and as I 
improve existing methods.



Plotting Surprises & Mysteries in Any Genre: Worksheet

What do you know that your 
reader doesn’t? 

At the start of the story, everything. 

But surprises and mysteries are built from misdirection — from allowing (or 
helping) your reader to assume things that are not true, to jump to incorrect 
conclusions, to look at the wrong pieces of evidence or the wrong suspects 
first, and to otherwise gently help your reader to follow the wrong paths so 
that you can break out the right path at the right time, and delight your 
reader with your cool surprise.

So the process is: 

• Define your character’s problem

• Build multiple solutions

• Make some solutions more obvious than others

• Alternate obvious and tricky wrong solutions 

• Present all the pieces for the correct path through the story, but hide  
them with misdirection
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Plotting Surprises & Mysteries in Any Genre: Worksheet

How do I define the character’s problem?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

What are all the character’s possible solutions? 

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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What are all the character’s possible solutions? (continued)

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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How do I present the pieces of each possible wrong solution?

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

How do I hide the pieces of the character’s correct solution?

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
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• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

HollysWritingClasses.com © 2019 by Holly Lisle.  All Rights Reserved. 
�8

http://hollyswritingclasses.com

